
Paris in Architecture, Literature and Art 
is a textbook in cultural studies that 
capitalizes on the little exposure liberal 
arts students have to architecture, and 
the widespread popularity of Paris across 
the curriculum. Designed for a college 
course in the humanities, the textbook is 
also suitable for a High School course or 
a study abroad program in Paris. Each 
chapter presents a cultural movement 
such as the Gothic, Classical, Romantic 
and Modern that are predominant in the 
Parisian landscape. The interdisciplinary 
approach promotes critical thinking, 
inspiring students to identify and translate 
aesthetic concepts from one discipline 
to another, and explore, for instance, 
what Impressionist literature or Cubist 
architecture might be.

The teacher manual provides detailed 
commentaries of all documents presented 
in the student textbook. The wide variety 
of pedagogical features gives flexibility 
for instructors to fit their specific areas  
of interest, as well as those of the  
target audience. 

May Spangler was born and raised 
in Paris, where she graduated with a 
master’s degree in architecture from the 
École des Beaux-Arts. She also received 
a Ph.D. in French at Emory University in 
Atlanta, where she taught eleven years. 
Her publications include critical essays 
and short stories combining her interest 
in literature and architecture, and she is 
the author of a novel published in 2016, 
Papa a dit, Maman aussi.

“Whether in a 
Freshman Seminar 
or in a Senior-level 
course, May’s 
students at Emory 
were inspired by her 
enthusiasm for her 
carefully chosen and 
extensively researched 
material on Paris.”

Holly U. York, PhD 
Senior Lecturer Emerita of 
French 
Emory University
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INTERDISCIPLINARY COURSE IN CULTURAL STUDIES / PETER LANG PUBLISHING
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“Paris in Architecture, 
Literature and Art 
is, like Paris itself, a 
literary and cultural 
feast for anyone 
interested in the City 
of Light.”

Lane M. Duncan, AIA 
Senior Lecturer 
Georgia Tech School of 
Architecture 
Georgia Tech Innovation 
Design Collaborative
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Paris in Architecture, Literature, and Art is a textbook in cultural studies that 

capitalizes on the little exposure liberal arts students have to architecture 

and the widespread popularity of Paris across the curriculum. Designed for 

a college course in the humanities, the textbook is also suitable for a high 

school course or a study abroad program in Paris.

The book focuses on Paris, which throughout history has been the 

stage and experimental ground for artists and intellectuals from all over the 

world, making it the crucible of Western thought and consummate material 

for an interdisciplinary study. Each chapter presents a cultural movement 

such as the Gothic, classical, romantic, and modern that are predominant 

in the Parisian landscape. The interdisciplinary approach promotes critical 

thinking, inspiring students to identify and translate esthetic concepts from 

one discipline to another, and explore, for instance, what impressionist lit-

erature or cubist architecture might be.

May Spangler was born and raised in Paris, where 

she graduated with a master’s degree in architecture 

from the École des Beaux-Arts. She also received a 

Ph.D. in French at Emory University in Atlanta, where 

she taught for eleven years. Her publications include 

critical essays and short stories combining her interest in literature and 

architecture, and she is the author of a novel published in 2016, Papa a 

dit, Maman aussi.
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